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and had married a Brazilian. During the reign of
Pedro, Amelie had been Lady-in-Waiting at the Court
in Rio de Janeiro.
As a means of obtaining some relief from the air
raids and also in order to secure proper air and
nourishment for the baby, when it arrived, I used
to spend the week-ends at a charming little place,
" Rushmeads," Horley, on the Surrey-Sussex
borders, which Isabel and I had rented. We had
there a poultry farm and a fine orchard, and for a
long time were able to supply many of our friends
with fresh eggs and fruit.
We put the farm in charge of Nurse Mulcaster, who
had nursed my mother for many years before her
death, and before that had been a maternity nurse.
I had always promised her that if ever I had a child
I should send for her, wherever she might be. In
the meantime she had married a fanner and gone to
live in Yorkshire. However, when she got my letter,
down she came, an4 we installed her at Horley,
She brought with her a beautiful Persian cat, which
she adored, and would never go anywhere without!
It was indeed a most charming and amazing sight
to see this cat lying by the fire with dozens of little
yellow fluffy chickens, just out of the incubator,
nestling into its fur. Not only did the cat never
touch them, but it regarded them with tender
solicitude and purred with contentment.
We had a lovely orchard full of apple trees; one
tree in particular was heavily laden with rosy apples,
and we decided to get up early one morning and
pick them, as we wanted to store some anJi make
apply jelly of the others. So one morning at cock-
crow we all arose, including another friend who was